Wednesday Readings
Handling Terrorism
Bible (ESV)

Isaiah 1:11 (to;), 13 (to:), 7, 15-17
“What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices? says the Lord,;

Bring no more vain offerings; I cannot endure iniquity and solemn
assembly. When you spread out your hands, I will hide my eyes from you;
even though you make many prayers, I will not listen; your hands are full of
blood. Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the evil of your
deeds from before my eyes; cease to do evil, learn to do good; seek justice,
correct oppression; bring justice to the fatherless, plead the widow's cause.

Matthew 7:21
Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of
heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.

James 1:26-27

If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives
his heart, this person's religion is worthless. Religion that is pure and
undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to visit orphans and widows in their
affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world.

Luke 10:25-37

And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what
shall I do to inherit eternal life?”” He said to him, “What is written in the
Law? How do you read it?” And he answered, “You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” And he said
to him,

“You have answered correctly; do this, and you will live.”

But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”
Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he
fell among robbers, who stripped him and beat him and departed, leaving
him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that road, and when
he saw him he passed by on the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he
came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan,
as he journeyed, came to where he was, and when he saw him, he had



compassion. He went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and
wine. Then he set him on his own animal and brought him to an inn and took
care of him. And the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the
innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him, and whatever more you spend, I will
repay you when I come back.” Which of these three, do you think, proved to
be a neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?” He said, “The one
who showed him mercy.” And Jesus said to him, “You go, and do likewise.”

1 John 4:8
Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love.

Acts 7:2 Stephen (to .), 56-60 Behold
Stephen said: “Brothers and fathers, hear me.

...“Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the
right hand of God.” But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their
ears and rushed together at him. Then they cast him out of the city and
stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a
young man named Saul. And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out,
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” And falling to his knees he cried out with a
loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when he had said
this, he fell asleep.

Luke 6:32-33, 35 (to return)

If you love those who love you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners
love those who love them. And if you do good to those who do good to you,
what benefit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. But love your
enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return...

Psalm 37:1 (to ;), 8
Fret not yourself because of evildoers; Refrain from anger, and forsake
wrath! Fret not yourself; it tends only to evil.

Hebrews 12:1-4 let, 12-15 (to ;)

... let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let
us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the
founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him

endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the
throne of God.



Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so
that you may not grow weary or fainthearted. In your struggle against sin
you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood.

Therefore lift your drooping hands and strengthen your weak knees, and
make straight paths for your feet, so that what is lame may not be put out of
joint but rather be healed. Strive for peace with everyone, and for the
holiness without which no one will see the Lord. See to it that no one fails to
obtain the grace of God; that no “root of bitterness” springs up and causes
trouble, and by it many become defiled;

John 19:1 Pilate, 9-11 (to 1%))

Pilate took Jesus and flogged him. He entered his headquarters again and
said to Jesus, “Where are you from?”” But Jesus gave him no answer. So
Pilate said to him, “You will not speak to me? Do you not know that I have
authority to release you and authority to crucify you?” Jesus answered him,
“You would have no authority over me at all unless it had been given you
from above.

Luke 4:16-19, 21, 23-24, 28-30

And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his
custom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to
read. And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the
scroll and found the place where it was written, “The Spirit of the Lord is
upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to
the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of
the Lord's favor.”

And he began to say to them, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your
hearing.” And he said to them, “Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb,
‘Physician, heal yourself.” What we have heard you did at Capernaum, do
here in your hometown as well.” And he said, “Truly, I say to you, no
prophet is acceptable in his hometown. When they heard these things, all in
the synagogue were filled with wrath. And they rose up and drove him out
of the town and brought him to the brow of the hill on which their town was
built, so that they could throw him down the cliff. But passing through their
midst, he went away.



Luke 10:1, 3, 2

After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them on ahead of
him, two by two into every town and place where he himself was about to
go. Go your way; behold, I am sending you out as lambs in the midst of
wolves. And he said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are
few. Therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers
into his harvest.

Luke 22:47,49-51

While he was still speaking, there came a crowd, and the man called Judas,
one of the twelve, was leading them. And when those who were around him
saw what would follow, they said, “Lord, shall we strike with the sword?”
And one of them struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his right
ear. But Jesus said, “No more of this!” And he touched his ear and healed
him.

Luke 23:33-34 when

...when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified
him, and the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. And Jesus said,
“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”

Acts 8:1, 3 Saul

And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church in
Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and
Samaria, except the apostles. ...Saul was ravaging the church, and entering
house after house, he dragged off men and women and committed them to
prison.

Galatians 1:1-2, 11-14 1, 22-24

Paul, an apostle not from men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ and
God the Father, who raised him from the dead— and all the brothers and
sisters who are with me, To the churches of Galatia:

...I would have you know, brothers, that the gospel that was preached by me
is not according to man. For I did not receive it from any man, nor was |
taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ. For you have
heard of my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God
violently and tried to destroy it. And I was advancing in Judaism beyond
many of my own age among my people, so extremely zealous was I for the
traditions of my fathers.



But I was still unknown in person to the churches of Judea that are in Christ.
They only were hearing it said, “He who used to persecute us is now
preaching the faith he once tried to destroy.” And they glorified God because
of me.

2 Corinthians 10:3-5 though

...though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the flesh.
For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to
destroy strongholds. We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised

against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey
Christ,

John 16:33
I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world
you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.”

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures
by Mary Baker Eddy

30:30-1

We cannot choose for ourselves, but must work out our salvation in the way
Jesus taught. In meekness and might, he was found preaching the gospel to
the poor.

30:14-18

Rabbi and priest taught the Mosaic law, which said: “An eye for an eye,”
and “Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his blood be shed.” Not so
did Jesus, the new executor for God, present the divine law of Love, which
blesses even those that curse it.

276:4-9

When the divine precepts are understood, they unfold the foundation of
fellowship, in which one mind is not at war with another, but all have one
Spirit, God, one intelligent source, in accordance with the Scriptural
command: “Let this Mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.”

33:18-23 (to ,), 31-2

When the human element in him struggled with the divine, our great
Teacher said: “Not my will, but Thine, be done!” — that is, Let not the
flesh, but the



Spirit, be represented in me. This is the new understanding of spiritual Love.
It gives all for Christ, or Truth. It blesses its enemies,

Are all who eat bread and drink wine in memory of Jesus willing truly to
drink his cup, take his cross, and leave all for the Christ-principle?

34:10-13

If all who ever partook of the sacrament had really commemorated the
sufferings of Jesus and drunk of his cup, they would have revolutionized the
world.

28:24-5

To suppose that persecution for righteousness’ sake belongs to the past, and
that Christianity to-day is at peace with the world because it is honored by
sects and societies, is to mistake the very nature of religion. The trials
encountered by prophet, disciple, and apostle, “of whom the world was not
worthy,” await, in some form, every pioneer of truth.

There is too much animal courage in society and not sufficient moral
courage. Christians must take up arms against error at home and abroad.
They must grapple with sin in themselves and in others, and continue this
warfare until they have finished their course.

29:7-10

Christian experience teaches faith in the right and disbelief in the wrong. It
bids us work the more earnestly in times of persecution, because then our
labor is more needed.

82:31-2

In a world of sin and sensuality hastening to a greater development of
power, it is wise earnestly to consider whether it is the human mind or the
divine Mind which is influencing one.

192:21-26

Your influence for good depends upon the weight you throw into the right
scale. The good you do and embody gives you the only power obtainable.
Evil is not power. It is a mockery of strength, which erelong betrays its
weakness and falls, never to rise.

207:9-14
We must learn that evil is the awful deception and unreality of existence.



Evil is not supreme; good is not helpless; nor are the so-called laws of matter
primary, and the law of Spirit secondary. Without this lesson, we lose sight
of the perfect Father, or the divine Principle of man.

186:17-20

Evil 1s self-assertive. It says: “I am a real entity, overmastering good.” This
falsehood should strip evil of all pretensions. The only power of evil is to
destroy itself. It can never destroy one iota of good.

447:20-22, 24-27
Expose and denounce the claims of evil and disease in all their forms, but
realize no reality in them.

To put down the claim of sin, you must detect it, remove the mask, point out
the illusion, and thus get the victory over sin and so prove its unreality.

560:11-16 (to neighbor)

The great miracle, to human sense, is divine Love, and the grand necessity
of existence is to gain the true idea of what constitutes the kingdom of
heaven in man. This goal is never reached while we hate our neighbor...

453:18-20
You uncover sin, not in order to injure, but in order to bless the corporeal
man; and a right motive has its reward.

462:25-30

The anatomy of Christian Science teaches when and how to probe the self-
inflicted wounds of selfishness, malice, envy, and hate. It teaches the control
of mad ambition. It unfolds the hallowed influences of unselfishness,
philanthropy, spiritual love.

130:26-2

If thought is startled at the strong claim of Science for the supremacy of
God, or Truth, and doubts the supremacy of good, ought we not,
contrariwise, to be astounded at the vigorous claims of evil and doubt them,
and no longer think it natural to love sin and unnatural to forsake it,— no
longer imagine evil to be ever-present and good absent? Truth should not
seem so surprising and unnatural as error, and error should not seem so real
as truth.



205:22

When we realize that there is one Mind, the divine law of loving our
neighbor as ourselves is unfolded; whereas a belief in many ruling minds
hinders man’s normal drift towards the one Mind, one God, and leads human
thought into opposite channels where selfishness reigns.

407:6

Man’s enslavement to the most relentless masters — passion, selfishness,
envy, hatred, and revenge — is conquered only by a mighty struggle. Every
hour of delay makes the struggle more severe. If man is not victorious over
the passions, they crush out happiness, health, and manhood. Here Christian
Science 1s the sovereign panacea, giving strength to the weakness of mortal
mind, — strength from the immortal and omnipotent Mind, — and lifting
humanity above itself into purer desires, even into spiritual power and good-
will to man.

444:13-19

Students are advised by the author to be charitable and kind, not only
towards differing forms of religion and medicine, but to those who hold
these differing opinions. Let us be faithful in pointing the way through
Christ, as we understand it, but let us also be careful always to “judge
righteous judgment,” and never to condemn rashly.

64:1

Want of uniform justice is a crying evil caused by the selfishness and
inhumanity of man. Our forefathers exercised their faith in the direction
taught by the Apostle James, when he said: “Pure religion and undefiled
before God and the Father, is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their
affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.”

26:28-32

Our Master taught no mere theory, doctrine, or belief. It was the divine
Principle of all real being which he taught and practised. His proof of
Christianity was no form or system of religion and worship, but Christian
Science, working out the harmony of Life and Love.

106:6-13 (to with)
Like our nation, Christian Science has its Declaration of Independence. God
has endowed man with inalienable rights, among which are self-government,



reason, and conscience. Man is properly self-governed only when he is
guided rightly and governed by his Maker, divine Truth and Love.

Man’s rights are invaded when the divine order is interfered with...

563:1-7

Human sense may well marvel at discord, while, to a diviner sense, harmony
is the real and discord the unreal. We may well be astonished at sin,
sickness, and death. We may well be perplexed at human fear; and still more
astounded at hatred, which lifts its hydra head, showing its horns in the
many inventions of evil. But why should we stand aghast at nothingness?

9:17-21, 22

Dost thou “love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy mind”? This command includes much, even the surrender of
all merely material sensation, affection, and worship.

It involves the Science of Life, and recognizes only the divine control of
Spirit, in which Soul is our master, and material sense and human will have
no place.



